One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  October  24, 
f£r  1839,  The  DeWitt  County  Circuit  Court , 
An  Important  Point  On  The  Lincoln  Circuit, 
ip?  Convened  At  Clinton  Jor  The  Jirst  Time. 


Old  cDeWitt  County  Court  House 
Formerly  oAt  Clinton 


Dr*  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Founda¬ 
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qn  October  24,  1839,  Stephen  H. 

Treat,  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial 
District  and  his  coterie  of  counselors 
stopped  off  at  Clinton  to  officiate  in  the 
rites  of  a  ceremony  that  was  to  go  down 
in  history  as  the  first  circuit  court  session 
held  in  DeWitt  County. 


DeWitt  County  offered  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  enlarge 
his  practice  and  he  seldom  missed  a  term 
at  the  court  in  Clinton.  The  county  was 
established  on  March  1,  1839,  a  few  days 
after  the  creation  of  the  Eighth  Judicial 
District  to  which  it  was  designated.  The 
county  took  its  name  from  DeWitt  Clin¬ 
ton,  one  time  Governor  of  New  York 
and  an  active  supporter  of  internal  im¬ 
provements.  The  county  seat  immediately 
became  Clinton  in  honor  of  his  first  name. 

It  was  at  Clinton  that  Clifton  H.  Moore 
made  his  home.  Moore  was  a  friend  of 


Lincoln,  an  inveterate  circuit  rider  who 
often  collaborated  with  Lincoln  in  a  legal 
case. 


The  court  met  in  a  log  court  house  for 
the  first  ten  years  of  the  county’s  history, 
after  which  a  brick  court  house  was  built. 
Lincoln’s  associations  with  Clinton  are 
many  and  here  during  the  Lincoln-Douglas 
Debates,  tradition  tells  us,  he  coined  the 
phrase,  "You  can  fool  all  the  people  some 
of  the  time,  and  some  of  the  people  all 
the  time,  but  you  cannot  fool  all  the 
people  all  the  time."  Clinton  is  also  one 

i 

of  the  three  Lincoln  Circuit  towns  to  honor 
the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  with  a 
heroic  bronze  monument. 

Theodore  S.  Charrney 

The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  the  Old  Brick 
Court  House  that  was  erected  at  Clinton  in  1849  and 
served  the  county  during  the  fifties,  Lincoln’s  busiest  circuit 
period.  Prepared  by  the  POOR  RICHARD  PRESS,  5053 
Montana  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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